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Dental Facts i, YR

*Kittens have 26 deciduous baby teeth,
and puppies have 28 compared to 20 in
people.

*Adult cats have 30 permanent teeth,
dogs have 42 and people have 32.
*The oral infection caused by plagque and
calculus may enter the bloodstream,
potentially affecting the heart, liver, and
kidneys.

*By age 3, 80% of dogs and 70% of cats
show signs of oral disease, according to
the American Veterinary Dental Society.
*One of the biggest health threats
periodontal disease poses is secondary
heart valve infection. This is especially
serious in peis that are older and pets
that suffer from pre-existing heart
conditions.

*Bacteria cause plague formation onthe
tooth. As bacteria grow in the plague and
calcium is deposited, plague becomes
mineralized calculus.

*Good oral healthcare can extend a pet's
life expectancy and reduce the risk of

serious secondary infection.
from OWVM Best Practices; January 2005,

Geriatric Wellness

Your pet is considered
geriatric when she/ he
reaches 7 years old which
many of you already know. Hopefully, you
have also heard about our wellness
geriatric program which includes
bloodwork screening for any body organ
dysfunctions. We place a serious
emphasis on dental care for the elderly.
One of the biggest concerns for our aging
pets, just like people, is arthritis. Our
veterinarians recommend a glucosamine
supplement combined with chondroitin
sulfate, methylsulfonylmethane and
sometimes, creatinine. What else can you
do? Just like people, exercise is critical.

At PetMedSpa, we offer an exercice
program specifically designed for
geriatric patients. Ask us about our
package of 7 sessions for the price of
6! Call at 463-0221 to register.

Ear Infections

Q. Should | be
concerned about
my pet's ears?
A. Yes! Ear
infections in pets are as painful, and
serious as in children. Most pets ear
infections are in the external ear
canal and can be treated with topical
medications.

Q. Is it important to know what
kind of ear infection my pet has?
A._ Definitively YES! The only way to
be sure which kind of ear infection we
are dealing with is by taking an ear
swab and looking at it under a
microscope to identify if it is a yeast
or bacterial infection. The severity of
the infection can also be determined
this way. We use a scale from 1 to 5,
5 being too numerous to countl The
appropriate treatment depends on
our findings.

Q. Are there different treatmenits?
A Yes. If we identify a bacterial
infection, the treatment will consist of
an antibiotic ontment. If we have a
yeast infection, we will prescribe a
ear dryer, in mild cases, or a
fungicidal cintment in more severe
cases. It is important to choose the
appropriate treatment since an
antibiotic will favorize the growth of
yeast and vice versa. Sometimes, a
steroid solution is prescribed to
remove the inflammation of the ear
canal. This can be prescribed
separetely or in combination with a
ear ointment.

Q. How long should be the
treatment?
A. We usually recommend twice a
day for a minimum of 10 days. If the
treatment is not done completely, we
may see relapse of the infection with
resistance to the medication.

( see next page)







