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It’s Allergy Season!

In many pet households, September brings with it lots of
itchy animals. Fall allergies in pets seem to be even more
By prevalent than spring and summer allergies, and can be

o] Vs caused by pollen and molds. The classic clinical signs of a
dog with environmental allergies are licking the feet and
rubbing the face. Feet licking will often leave the feet with
slightly pink-stained hair. Besides the extreme irritation the
pet suffers, all of the licking, rubbing and scratching can
damage the skin and result in a skin infection.

Our clinic is carrying a new test called an Allercept E-
screen test, which within - minutes will tell us if your dog
is carrying the = . antibodies in his blood that
indicate “ allergies. The test requires
only a small i _,, blood draw, and costs

$25. This is the 'ﬁ _ v, first step in deciding
on a treatment ﬁ:" plan for an allergic
animal. Once it’s determined that your
dog is suffering from Kt 5 il allergies, there are

several inexpensive products that can
relieve the itch. They include the
antihistamines Diphenhydramine, Hydroxyzine, and
Chlorpheniramine; Omega 3 Fatty acid supplements that aid
in skin health; and Allermyl, a shampoo that soothes the
skin and boosts healing. Pet owners can also wipe their
dogs’ feet with baby wipes after they come in from the
outdoors, thus removing some of the allergens.

Allergies rarely go away, instead increasing in intensity over
the years. Once diagnosed with seasonal allergies, owners
can foresee them coming the following vear, and start their
pet on an antihistamine regimen before the symptoms
appear.

If your pets’ symptoms seem to be apparent year-round,
they may require further testing to specify exactly what is

2 & triggering their allergic response. Often, it may be a food

-::'-'- allergy, or a combination of environmental and food

'_ allergies. An itchy dog is not a happy dog! See our staff to
set up an evaluation of your pet.

Got Puppy?
We have great
puppy obedience
and socialization
classes run by our
own Dr. Aldridge.
They are on
Wednesday
evenings, and a total
cost of $95 includes
4 one-hour sessions,
a puppy training
book, class notes
booklet, a clicker,
and a treat bag. The
class is open for any
breed of puppy aged
7-14 weeks.

Puppy Kindergarten
socializes puppies
with other dogs,
people, and new
objects. They will
also learn basic
obedience and
manners. See any
staff member today
for more details or

to sign up.







