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We have jusl
added 2 new
employees 1w our
staff, PetMedSpa
and Pets and Vets
would like to
welcome Lesli
Coulsen and
Ashlev Carter,
Lesli will be
working full-time
with our animals in
rehabilitation and
will also be
helping us out in
Pets and Vets,
Ashley is a student
at Harrison and
will be joining us
part-time in
FPetMedSpa.

Free to a Good Home ...
Where is your pet qoing?

Wherever we go we see the words "Free to a Good Home.” From the newspaper to the supermarket we ses s0 many
advertisernents for people trying to find their pet a home, The guestion we all need to ask aursslves is "Where is our pet really
gaing? Many people are unaware of the unfortunate truth. It is not only animal lovers seeking out homelass pets. Many
animals end up abused, neglected, sold to labs, and the latest fad is obtaining free pets for bait for dog fighting/training and as
“frea” food for large reptiles. (yes, small animals are fed to large snakes and reptiles.” The people responsible for this cruelty
are called "bunchers.” They make a living selling animais. According to Jesse Winters, administrative director of Mational
Shelter Qutreach for the American Society for the Prevention of Cruslty to Animals (ASPCA) in New York |, there's a lot of
competition out there because “Free to a Good Home” is an open invitation to dealers. Money is always the incentive, &
buncher typically receive 325 to $200 for each animal. With the animal laws being basically non-existent, there is not a lot of
conseguence to deter this practice. Ads are not the only place the bunchers obtain their animals. Siray cats and all animals
running off leash are at risk. Some will even take them out of people's backyards.

There are different ways you can try to help keep your pet safe,
1) If you're re-homing your pet, decide if this is the only option. If it is, first ask trustworthy fiends, co-workers, and family if
they would take your pet. If this is not an opticn, SCREEN YOUR POTENTIAL ADOPTERS!
v Do not give your pet to the first *nice” person you meet. Remember, anyone can act nice (especially if they can make
maney with them).
. Do an identification check (there are many sites on the intemet and most things are public record).
. Konow where your pet is going and where the home s,
. Ask a lot of questions.

A Who lives in the home? Ane there other pets in the home? How many? What kind? Are there children in the home? How
will they react to your pet?

B Do the curment pets get vaccinated? Which vet do they sea? If your pat were to get sick, to what extent will the potential
adopter go to treat it? Minor infaction or major surgery?

C Has tha potential adopter had pets in the past? What happened to them? Did they pass away7 Did they get hit by a car?
Did they "get rd" of them? Why?
Ask them for previous vet records,
Contact any landlords that may be involved? Are pets allowad?
Create a contract. Make a stipulation that if the pet cannot be kept that they return the pet to you.
Make visitation an open option even if you don't intend to visit. This way you will know that they are planning on keeping
your pet,
C Charge an adoption fee whether it iz refundable or not. Bunchers will never pay for an animal,
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Please be thorough when finding your pet a home. You could be saving it's life.
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e ﬂaﬁrpﬁry a Pet? Consider an Adult

If you're considering adopting a new pat, why not adopt an older pet? Thera are many
advantages in adopting older pets,

* The first is skipping the puppy hood phase. Yes they are very cute, but teaching a
puppy housebreaking as well as the usual do's and don'ts can be very frustrating and very
time consurming.

»  Second, you have an idea about the pet’s behavior before adopting it. You can
usuaily tell if the pet is aggressive or timid, friendly with people and other pefs and
whether it is a good watch dog or & couch patato, With puppies and kittens you don't know
what their true personality will be until they reach adulthood.

. Third, you can avoid the cost of a spay or neuter andfor declawing. Alot of older pets
needing homes are already altered.

*  Fourth, you're saving a Iife. Many adult pets are passed over for a puppy or kitten.
Allot of adult pets are not given that second chance they deserve because of the major
pet overpopulation probilem.

So, if you're going to bring in a new addition to your household, don't forget about the
gdults,






