Did mu know that March is Disabilities
Awareness Month?
Dugs play an important role in many disabled
people’s lives, as service dogs to the physically
disabled, blind, and deaf. These noble workers
allow their owners to have independent lives, and
they develop a special relationship with them.

Guide dogs “see” for their owners by
avoiding obstacles, navigating, and
negotiating ik traffic. The breeds most often
chosen to be guide dogs are the Laborador
and Golden Retnevers German
Shepherds, N and other large
breeds. The dogs are carefully
bred, / A '\"‘R socialized, and
raised ( «. = for over a year by

- — ~ volunteers. They
are then trained for 4 to 6

months by professional trainers before meeting their
owners.

Hearing dogs assist their owners by alerting them to
everyday sounds such as a door knock, telephone
ring, baby cry, or smoke alarm. They make physical
contact with their deaf partners and lead them to the
source of the sound. Hearing dogs are generally
mixed breeds acquired from shelters, and are small
to medium in size. They also get raised and
socialized by volunteers, and receive professional
training.

Service dogs assist the physically disabled by
pulling wheelchairs, retrieving objects, finding
another person, opening doors, and many other
tasks. Service dogs are either rescued from
shelters or specifically bred and raised by
volunteers. All receive training. Most are Golden or
Laborador Retrievers.

Not only do these dogs perform valuable tasks for
their owners, they act as a friend and provide
unconditional love to some of the people who need

it most.
Ref. “Paw Prints,” 2001. Merial.
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Allergy Season is Approaching!

Yes, it's true, animals do get allergies!
In fact, up to 1 in 5 dogs have some
form of allergy. Symptoms can vary
from itchy feet, ears and face, and
inflammation of the skin. Cats can
also have respiratory problems and
behavior changes. Allergic reactions
typically appear from 6 to 24 months
for inhaled substances, but can appear
at any age with food. Left untreated,
the itchy sensation and inflammation
of the skin is likely to lead to self-
trauma by rubbing, licking, and
chewing. This can then result in skin
damage, hair loss, and infection.
Common allergens are classified into
inhalant, food and drug, flea, contact,
and insect. Pets and Vets as Partners
offers several different tests to
determine your pet's allergy, including
skin and blood testing. There are also
several options to provide your pet
with relief, once the cause is found,
including antihistamines, fatty acids,
corticosteroids, shampoos, and allergy
shots. Feel free to talk with a vet if

you have any questions!
Ref. Dr. J. Blakemore
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