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HEARTWORMS KILL CATS TOO

Heartworm disease is a well known problem in dogs. However, in the past several years,
heartworm disease was seen more and more often in the cat population. The disease is
transmitted by a mosquito carrier of the parasite. In cats, the disease differs from the one in
dogs by the fact that only 1 to 2 worms are found in the cat. The heartworm lifespan is shorter in
cats; 2 to 3 years compared to 5 years in dogs. The clinical signs include: fast and difficult
breathing, coughing, lost of appetite, lethargy, vomiting and heart failure. Some cases might be
very acute and cause sudden death. The diagnosis of the disease is made by physical exam,
blood test and chest X-Ray. The treatment consists of supportive care; steroids to reduce
inflammation of the lungs, Heartgard to prevent further infection and rest. Interestingly, cn=
third of heartwarnm-infected cats are enclusively indaars. In West Lafayette, we did diagnose
heartworm positive dogs and cats. Therefnra we hfghly recommend to place your outside and
inside cats on heartworm preventatives. The cost of the preventative is $27.00 for 6 months. It
comes in a sealed package of 6 chewable tabs and should be given once monthly. Heartworm is
a serous deadly disease that can be prevented.

Felme Heartworm Infection is a Deadly Disease.
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Signs of Heartworm Disease in Cats
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