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Did You Know?

. June is national Adopt-a-Cat month. * Dogs and cats
According to the American Humane have an average body

Association (AHA) approximately 8-12
million animals end up in shelters each temperature of 101.5

e ~ year and 71% of them face degrees, much higher
euthanasia. This percentage can be than humans!
greally reduced if we spay and neuter our FIEtS. MEII"I'}' - AUEPEQE- gEEtatiﬂ“

people don't realize that we have a pet overpopulation :
problem because they are only faced with seeing an for dogs and cats is
occasional stray. But think of this statistic. One around 2 months.
unspayed female cat and her offspring can produce 1
million cats in 10 years! That is just from one
irresponsible pet owner! Mow,when you see that stray
multiply that by 1 million. Sad, isn't it? So, if you'd like
to help control our overpopulation problem or adopt a
wonderful cat (or dog) you may contact the Tippecanoe
County Humane Society (474-5222) or North Central
Indiana Spay And Neuter (497-3141) for more details.

GI‘EPES and Raisins: Potentially Lethal Treats for Dogs

Though grapes and raisins, given their small size and sweet taste might appear to be an
ideal treat for your dog, the reality is that these fruits can cause severe toxicosis that
; could lead to the death of your pet. Dog owners everywhere should become aware of the
- Besure to dangers of feeding grapes and raisins to their animals.
. bookyour & Grapes that have been reported to cause toxicity in dogs include botl, red and white
- boarding - varieties such that you might buy at the local grocery store, as well as those grapes that
: grow wild in private yards or vineyards. Many types of commercial sun-dried raisins have
been implicated in causing toxicity in dogs.
The toxic dose of grapes ranges from 0.41 to 1.1 ounces per kilogram of body weight. As
an example a 10 pound dog might reach a toxic dose by only ingesting as little as 2
ounces of grapes. Because 4 pounds of grapes is approximately equal to 1 pound of
raisins, it takes significantly fewer raisins to reach toxic levels.
: The mechanism of grape and raisin toxicity in the canine body is unknown, however
. you? Get  § several possible mechanisms have been proposed including 1.) the possibility that
-~ =pme. grapes contain a nephrotoxin (damages kidney), 2.) pesticides covering grapes are
prevention harmful to dogs 3.) heavy metal contamination on grapes damages the dogs organs or
o : 4.y fungus/mold contamination on the grapes that is ingested and is toxic to dogs.
The clinical signs associated with grape and raisin toxicosis range from gastrointestinal
upset such as vomiting and diarrhea to life-threatening renal failure and in the most
severe cases even death. Many animals known to have ingested grapes and raisins at a
toxic dose were lethargic, experienced abdominal pain, were not willing to eat and just
felt downright lousy.
If your dog has ingested any amount of grapes contact your veterinarian as soon as
possible and follow the Dr.'s recommendations. Until further information of the
pathophysiology of grape and raisin toxicity is known, it is recommended to feed no
amount of grapes or raisins to your dog. For more information on the toxicity of grapes
and raisins, see the ASPCA APCC web site (www.apcc.aspca.org).
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