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Vaccine FAQ's

What are vaccines?
Waccines are health products that
— trigger protective immune
responses in pets and prepare
them to fight future
infections from disease-causing
agents. Vaccines can lessen the
_, severity of future diseases and
certain vaccines can prevent
infection altogether.

Is it important to vaccinate?

Yes! Pets should be vaccinated to protect them from
many highly contagious and deadly diseases. Experis
agree that widespread use of vaccines within the last
century has prevented death and disease in millions of
animals. Even though some formerly common
diseases have now become uncommon, vaccination is
still highly recommended because these serious
disease agents continue to be present in the
environment.

Which vaccines should pets receive?

When designing a vaccination program, veterinarians
consider the pet's lifestyle, related disease risks, and
the characteristics of all available vaccines. "Core”
vaccines are recommended for most pets (rabies,
distemper, parvovirus, hepatitis, calcivirus, and
panleukopenia, and rhinofracheitis). “Non-core”
vaccines may be appropriate based on your pet's
particular needs (leukemia, kennel cough, giardia,
lyme’s disease, FIP).

How often should pets be revaccinated?

This is a subject of ongoing research and healthy
debate. No one truly knows how long protection from
various vaccines last. Veterinarians have traditionally
vaccinated annually; however, they are now learning
that some vaccines induce immunity that lasts less
than a year, whereas others may induce immunity that
lasts well beyond one year. The AVMA recommends
that veterinarians customize vaccination programs to
the needs of their patients.

Ref. www.avma.org

First Aid Kits

More than one in three pet owners take their pets with them
on recreational outings such as camping or car trips.
Consider creating a pet first aid kit to take with you. A
selection of bandages, tick removers, shampoos,
antihistamine, combs and brushes can come in _
handy. Also include your vet clinic’s name and
number so that an out of town veterinarian ]
can quickly contact them. Other safety
devices that can save a traveling pet’s life
(as well as yours) include car seats, crates
and other restraints.

Coming Home...

Cats that have previously gotten along, will often begin
fighting after one of the cats returns from a stay at a
veterinary hospital. The cat who went often returns
carrying unfamiliar odors. The treated cat might also return
to the home in a sickly or weakened state. All of these
factors could initiate an aggressive response from the cat
who staved home. If this is the case with your combating
kitties, here are some
recommendations.

e Separate the cats and
isolate the sick one
until it regains its
strength.

*  Apply some powder to
both cats before vou bring
the treated cat home, so they
both smell alike.

Rub each cat with a towel to mingle their scents.
Recognize aggressive body language and intervene
before fighting begins. Startle the initiator of the
aggression by tossing some pingpong balls near the
bully.
Have patience. Several weeks may pass before the cats
reconcile to each other.

Pets and Vets as Partners welcomes Amy Peterson, who
has joined us as a fultime registered veterinary technician.
Amy graduated from the Purdue School of Veterinary
Technology. Welcome, Amy!







