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DENTAL CARES

SENIOR CARE PROGRAM

Periodontal {gum) disease Is one of

the most common conditions seen by

veterinarians. The problem begins
when plague and tartar are allowed

Take advantage of our 15% discount on
our senior care program in January and
February. Included in this program is a
complete physical exam, a folder with
important information regarding what to
expect and what is available to help

to build up on your pet’s teeth.
Plague harbors the bacteria which can
infect gum tissue and the root of teeth resulting in
disease and tooth loss. Besides the negative impact
on the oral cavity, bacteria can enter the

bloodstream through the large network of blood
vessels located near the gums and teeth. Certain

heart, liver, and kidney diseases may be associated

with these bacteria.
Brushing teeth on a regular basis is the best

prevention you can do for your pet. Other options
would be a dental toy such as the special nylabone

or some special chewing strips covered with a
special enzyme such as the C.E.T. Chews or the

new H.M.P. Rawhide. In more severe cases, pulse

therapy might be recommended, but nothing can

your older pet, a complete blood work
including the thyroid level, a complete
urinalysis and some nutritional tips to
help your pet live his golden years
happily! Why is it so important?
Because we can then pinpoint
emerging problems and correct
them before permanent
damage is done. Call for your
1 hour appointment.

replace a professional dental cleaning. Don't hesitate e

to ask us for more
THE THYROID: HYPO or HYPER

information.

Thyroid hormones are needed for normal cellular metabolic functions of the
body. Because many of the metabolic signs, such as lethargy and cold
intolerance, progress slowly, owners unconsciously adapt to the
changes in their pet and do not recognize them as problems. Metabolic
changes include mental dullness, lethargy, exercise intolerance, and a
tendency to gain weight without an increase in appetite or food intake. {
Dermatologic manifestations are the most common abnormalities; a
dry, dull, flaky coat with excessive shedding. Typically, a bilateral symmetric alopecia
of the trunk is seen. Seborrhea and pyoderma are also common complications of

“hypothyroidism. Blood tests will confirm a case and the treatment will consist of giving
an oral thyroxin supplement.

However, hyperthyroidism is a common disease in older cats. The cause is an
excessive production of hormone by the thyroid gland. The common signs are: weight
loss, increased appetite and drinking, rapid heart rate, increased urination, vomiting/
diarrhea, unkept hair coat, weakness or lethargy. The condition is also confirmed by a
blood test. Antithyroid drug therapy will often control feline hyperthyroidism. Cats on
drug therapy must take medication daily for life. Surgical removal of the gland is
another alternative. The third option is the administration of radioactive iodine. It is a
very successful and safe method for treating hyperthyroidism in cats. The treatment
does not require anesthesia or surgery and is effective in 98% of cases. Cats
must isolated for about 2 weeks. If the cat is not treated, the excess thyroid

hormone will cause life-threatening changes in many body functions.
The heart is especially sensitive to excess thyroid hormone and will
become damaged over time. When the disease is diagnosed early,
most cats will have an excellent quality of life after receiving
treatment for hyperthyroidism.

veterinary assistant. Nikkii gave birth to a healthy girl “Alisson”. Nikkii is back as

All our staff joins to wish you and your family a happy healthy year. \Welcome our
part-time technician.

new staff: Shanna Condra, registered veterinary technician, and Toni Horsley,







