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In This Issue:

*  Keeping
older pets
healthy

= Genetics of
calico cats

= Unknown

We'd like to
welcome Kara
Barota to our
Pets and \ets

Oid your know?

. Mapolean
Bonaprte was
afraid of cats.

*  The world's
first “dog" was
cloned this year.
. Cats use
their whiskers
as "feelers” but
not to maintain
their balance.
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Believe it or not, a pet is considered “geriatric” at 7 years of age. It’s something we don't
fike to hear, but it's true.

Even though your pet is aging there are many things that you can do to slow the process.

Since pets age 7 years faster than people and reach adulthood by 2 years of age. We
recommend that your pet have a physical wellness exam done twice a year. This is very
important because your veterinarian can recommend tests to detect problems earlv.

The more commaon preventive fests are bloodwork, which tells us how the kidney, liver, and
pancreas are functioning as well as checking for diabetes and thyroid problems. Other tests
may include blood pressure monitoring, electrocardiograms (ecg’s), ultrasounds which
allow us to see the organs in the body more clearly through the use of sound waves, and
glaucoma testing. Farly detection is the kev to finding problems and treating them early.

Diet is another important part of maintaining optimum health in older pets. Pets 7 years
and older should be on a diet especially made for older pets. There are also diets for certain
health issues such as; heart, liver, kidney problems.

Preventing arthritis is also important. Arthritis is common in older pets just as it is in
people. There are many supplements that we recommend. Some of the common
ingredients in these products are glucosamine chondroitin, methylsulfonylmethane (msm),
and fatty acids. There are different degrees of arthritis , recommendations for these are
miade accordingly.

Another important key to your older pet’s health is exercise. PetMedSpa offers different
fitness programs to maintain muscle mass and increase flexibility in the muscles
and joints. For more information on these programs, please call 463-0221.
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iI.I"'Iﬂ:u.] are Calico Cats nmstlg female and
w].u| can t male Calico cats breed

Calico cats seem to be very popular nowadags, bat more aften than not people don't quite nnderstacd the genetics
behind thess interesting felines. Calico cats can be white, crange, and blacls or t]l@ﬂ._] can ]:»ejuslm’an.e,e and black, ancther name for
this particular color scheme is tortoiseshell. Both calico cats and tortolseshell color cats are m.mtln.] female, but why is this?

The white coat color of the calico cat is associated with a completely different gene than the orange and black coloss,
The white color is dominant cver hoth the orange and Black colors in cats, The white color gene can showup in amy feline regardless
ot besed cr sex. The orange and black coat color genes are at a different location than the white coat color gene tn cats. The orange
and black colors are located on the X sex chromoscme,

Since females have an XX combination I:]:l:'l.] can cither be blackhlacl, {.muﬂ_@_.r"nmné.e_ o b],,u_ri\."‘lgrﬂ_nﬂc mm]ﬁ“ﬁ ina
calics or torteiseshel] cat. Howesrer, becauss males have an XY combination of sex chromosomes they can only have black /none or
mnnae_.-"'nm. therefore I:]:r_'l.] are solid colored and can't b@- ca] le, Bq_ﬂ wl-len dm t]:ig sitnation not work for um]q [.3] |J.I@5?

Even thaugh males with an XY combination can't be calico in color, males with an XXY combination can be. This is
becanse of a disorder called Kleinfelter's Syndrome. Kleinfelter's Syndrome is a disorder in animals that heve 3 sex chromesomes
resulting inan KXY formation In cats those animals are considered to be males and because they have 2 X chromosomeas there is a
possibility that they can be calica.

However, they could still got the orange orange and black /black gene combinations just ke female cats. Therefore it
is vory rare for male cats to actually be calico or tortoiseshell in color. But why can't male calico cats breed with femals calic cats
tomake cute little calico kittens? The reason for this is because oven though female calleo cats can breed, males can't becanse of the
disorder that covses them to have the XXY combination. Because of Kloinfelter's S‘g ndrome male cats are storilo and cannot mate.

Bt if Yo breed a female calics to a black male she could still have calies kittens. The kitten i a female could Aeta
black trom mom and a black from dad and be black. O sho could Aot an orange from mem and a black from dad and be calico. [iit's
amale hewonld det the X chromosome from his mom and be could elther be orange or black but not both woless he had Klainlelter's
Sun-:lmme EnjOI.J your adorable tortoiseshel]l and calico cats -.au-1T|J,'|_|4:u,1r|1|:-wfo|,|nd an\'lff]&n about ho‘wt];,.e[] came to he,







