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Last year a woman from Mew York had a cat named Smoochie who was diagnosed with a
cancerous tumor and needed surgery. The disiraught woman could not afford this unexpected
surgery to save her beloved cat's fife. What should she do? Euthanize, even though if's chances
of survival were high with the surgery? Like a lot of us, Smoochie was her family! It would be
like losing her child. The owner didn't know what to do to get the much needed money for her
cal's surgery. The woman, only thinking of Smoochie's life wasn't thinking of her own when she
decided to rob several banks to get a total of $7500 for Smoochie’s surgery! The outcome;
Smoochiz had a successful surgery but the woman was found guilty and was sent to jaill We
see this dilemma all to often in veterinary clinics. People don't have money set aside for the
unroutine surgeries and procedures that our well deserving pets need. This usually leads to
euthanasia. A lot of pets are “put down” for treatable ilinesses. This is called Economic
Euthanasia.

There are solutions to these problems. One solution is pet insurance. Just like people, you can
purchase health insurance for your pet. Some policies cover major ilinesses and diagnostic
procedures and some cover everything, even routine vaccines, flea and tick products,
heartworm preventive, and spays and neuters. For a lot of people, this is something definitely
worth looking into. Several people who get pets don't expect them to suddenly swallow a needle
or a pine cone that requires surgery or suddenly get sick and require bloodwork, x-rays, etc. Pet
insurance is a more acceptable solution than euthanasia. Just like health insurance, it's best to
get it when you acquire a puppy or kitten. The younger the pet, the cheaper the premiums. You
also get the benefit of coverage for the first year when the pet needs routine exams, puppy
andfor kitten shats, dewormings, spay or neuter surgery, etc. Dr. Gary Norsworthy 0.V.M. Dipl,
American Board of Veterinary Practioners (ABVP) (Feline Specialty) of the Alama Feline Health
Center in San Antonio quotes that in the first vear of a kitten's Iife vet bills often total upwards of
2500.00 or mare.

Pet insurance for older pets is also very beneficial. There are many ilnesses that can develop in
a pet's geratric years { age 8 and older). For example; thyroid problems, diabetes, kidney and
liver problems, and cancer. All of these things can be costly to diagnose.

Whatever your pet's age, pet insurance can be a useful tool in maintaing your pet's health,







